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Probably the most permanent means of stimulating the
awakening and of propagating Mann's reforms, however,
came through securing the foundation of the first public
normal schools in this country. A devoted friend of
Mann's offered to donate ten thousand dollars for the
purpose, in case the state would supply a like amount.

FIG. 57.    The first normal school in the United States.    (Lexington,
Massachusetts.)
Reproduced by permission of E. I. F. Williams from his Horace Mann.
This generous proposal was accepted by the legislature
in 1838. It was decided to establish three of these schools,
so located that all parts of the state might be equally
served. Within the next two years they were opened at"
Lexington (afterward removed to West Newton and then
to Framingham, where it is now situated), Barre (later
at Westfield), and Bridgewater. (See Fig. 57.) A pro-
fessional course of one year was arranged in each school,
which might be extended to two, and the work consisted
in review of the common branches from the standpoint of
teaching, advanced academic subjects, a brief course in
the science and art of teaching, and practice work under